Wroxeter & Uppington Parish Council

DRAFT Minutes of the meeting held on Monday

12 January 2009 in the Roman Suite, Wroxeter Hotel
1. APOLOGIES: Cllrs F E Davies, unwell also Cllr V McChesney, Cty Cllr J Everall, PC D Harte & PC D baron all at other meetings. Apologies accepted by those present.
2. PRESENT: Cllrs B Nelson (Chairman), V Amos, C A Eade, P Davies, A Grant, J Guttridge,  M Jones, D Millington & S Rowlands, also B Cllr C Armstrong & Mr R A Pittaway (Clerk).
3. DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL OR PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS: Cllr M Jones declared a Personal & Prejudicial Interest in Item 7e below. 
4. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING ON 10th November 2008 that had been circulated were accepted by all who were then present and signed by the Chairman.
5. ARISING FROM THOSE MINUTES: 
a) Wroxeter road surface and sight-line issues – 5a.  The Clerk read an email from Phil Edwards of SCC Highways regarding all the outstanding maintenance issues that were all schedules to be completed shortly. The Chairman reported that SCC had completed the resurfacing through Wroxeter village to a very high standard.  The Clerk will send thanks on behalf of all residents.
b) Uppington play area – 5b. Cllr Jones reported that a local resident, Roger West, was now responsible for maintaining the area and already there had been a marked improvement.  The Chairman asked that the Parish Council’s thanks be passed on to him.

c) Severnside issues in Wroxeter & Rushton – 5c. The Chairman reported that he had attended a further meeting with Severnside officers and was happy with progress.  Invoices had now been received by Brookside residents and the overspend would be divided equally and spread over a 3 year period.  No further news on the Rushton system.
d) The Duke’s Room – 5d. Cllr Nelson reported that the only progress was an acknowledgement to receipt of his letter to Mr Vane.  
e) Communication links for Clerk – 5e. The Clerk reported that he had been unable to find a network provider willing to guarantee reception in Borth but was pursuing.
f) Parish Council website – 8b.  Cllr Nelson reported that as Shropshire Council was not have compatibility with Windows Vista there had been no further progress. 
g) English Heritage maintenance issues – 8d & e.  The Chairman reported that significant improvements had been made, particularly with regard to hedge cutting.  English Heritage had instructed the tenant to follow their new schedule of works and abide by the time scales imposed.
6. Cllr Armstrong then outlined Unitary progress and developments and confirmed he would not be standing for re-election.  There would be a ‘caretaker council’ in place from 1st April until the election of new officers in August 2009. The Chairman then conveyed sincere thanks to Cllr Armstrong on behalf of all Councillors and parishioners for the tremendous help and support he had given in so many ways and areas over the past 12 years. 
7. PLANNING MATTERS:

a) Erection of new storage unit following demolition of existing at Unit 52 Atcham Business Park by Hereford Storage. No objections.
b) Application by SCC to add a new footpath & bridleway at Beslow near Uppington.  It appears that people and horse-riders had been using the hard surfaced farm track as an alternative route for about 40 years so the old paths had become completely overgrown and unusable.  After some discussion it was agreed that SCC should be informed that the Parish Council supports the continued use of the current route along the farm track.
c) Advance notice of amendment to approved planning application for old Wroxeter parish room and cottage.  The Chairman reported that SABC had not approved all proposed amendments to the original plans.  SABC did not accept an attached double garage on one end nor the addition of dormer windows on the front.  After discussion it was agreed to write to SABC expressing no objection to the position of the double garage and no objection to dormers provided they were not so large and numerous.
d) Resubmission of plans for conversion of redundant agricultural buildings into 2 residential dwellings & one holiday let unit at Charlton Hill Farm by Mr N Davies.  No objections.

e) Erection of a 3-bay detached garage with store over and stairs to the side at Avenue Farm, Wood Green, Uppington by Mr & Mrs S Jones.  The Clerk was instructed to inform SABC that although there is no significant objection it should ensure that the scale and profile of the building is appropriate to its position, bearing in mind its rural location.
8. FINANCE:
a) Bank statements showing balances of £365.58 (current) & £1,617.47 (deposit).
b) Clerk’s salary Nov/Dec £210.90, WFH allowance £10, expenses £14.25 = £235.15.  Cheque approved nem con.
c) Proposed Precept 2009.  The Clerk had circulated a breakdown of anticipated expenditure during 2009/2010 and recommended a Precept of £2,400.00.  This was Proposed by Cllr Millington, Seconded by Cllr P Davies and unanimously accepted.
d) SLCC: annual subscription - £36.00 (50/50 split with L&EC). Cheque approved nem con.

e) Wroxeter Hotel room hire charge x 2 - £20.00. Cheque approved nem con.
9. CORRESPONDENCE: 
a) West Mercia Police consultation evening – 14th January, 7-9pm. No nominations.
b) NHS: Developing health & health care strategy. No action.
c) SALC: Annual Report & training evening. No action.
d) Boundary Committee: final recommendations & opinion survey. No action.
e) Policy Commission on Primary School Organisation – Progress Report. Passed to Cllr Amos.
f) Communities & Local Government: Code of practice on local publicity. No action.
g) Local Joint Committees.  Cllr Nelson outlined the requirements for a ‘nominated parish representative’ who would be expected to attend all LJC meetings.  Cllr Eade Proposed Cllr Nelson as the representative, Seconded by Cllr Millington and unanimously accepted.  Cllr Amos expressed interest as accompanying Cllr Nelson as an observer.  Agreed.
h) Local Joint Committees – proposed boundaries. Cllr Nelson outlined the grouping of parishes in the new boundary areas.  Await further information.
i) SABC: thanksgiving service for life of the council – St Chads Church, 23rd March. No action.
10. PARISH MATTERS:

a) The Clerk reported that under the terms of the Freedom of Information Act every Parish Council had a duty to adopt and maintain a ‘Publication Scheme’ to facilitate the proactive release of information.  He had produced and circulated a draft based on a model from the Information Commissioner.  Acceptance was Proposed by Cllr P Davies, Seconded by Cllr Grant.  8 Councillors voted in favour with one abstention.  The Clerk will place one on each notice board.
b) The Chairman reported that the battle for a speed limit through Wroxeter had finally been agreed and there will be a meeting on site between himself, Cty Cllr Everall, the Police and SCC Highways to discuss proposed sitings for the signs on 21st January.
c) The Clerk advised that PC D Harte had asked all parish councils for a contribution towards the cost of a new laser speed gun that will be part funded from grants.  After discussion the Clerk was instructed to offer up to £50, Proposed by Cllr Grant, Seconded by Cllr Guttridge. 7 Councillors voted in favour, one voted against with one abstention.  The Clerk will inform PC Harte.
d) Cllr Eade expressed his continuing concerns about the bus services for Uppington that now required residents to phone 2 days in advance for the link bus that would then take them to the main road where they changed onto another larger bus going into Wellington.  The same happened in reverse for the return journey.   The situation would be monitored for report at the March meeting.
9. NEXT MEETING:  

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on 9th March 2009 at 7.30pm in The Roman Suite, Wroxeter Hotel.
The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and the Meeting closed at 9.47 pm. 

