	WROXETER & UPPINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting
held in the Wroxeter Vineyard Visitor Centre, Wroxeter
on the 14th January 2019 at 7:30pm
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Present: Councillors B Nelson (Chairman), V Amos, J Davies, P Davies, M Millington, I Sherwood
In attendance:	Sarah Morris (Clerk), Councillor C Wild (Shropshire Council)

Prior to the business of the meeting, the Chairman paid tribute to Councillor S Rowlands who had made many valued contributions to the Parish Council and the local community during her many years of service as a Parish Councillor.  

1. PUBLIC SESSION
There were no members of the public present.

2. TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE - None.

3. DECLARATIONS OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS & DISPENSATION REQUESTS - None.

4. TO CONFIRM & ACCEPT THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 12TH NOVEMBER 2018
It was RESOLVED to accept the minutes of the previous meeting (Proposed: Cllr P Davies, Seconded: Cllr M Millington).  

5. MATTERS ARISING FROM THOSE MINUTES 
a) Update on Parish Matters reported for action
· Road surface B4380. This was included in the Shropshire Council resurfacing programme.  The Senior Highway Technician would monitor the length of road and deal with any urgent defects which appear.
· Potholes.  The sites highlighted had been included in the Road Master programme but it was not clear whether the work had been carried out.  The Senior Highway Technician would carry out an inspection and raise an order for repairs if needed.
· Flooding at junction of Ishmore Lane B4380.  Records show that the gullies were cleaned out on 25/10/2018.  The Senior Highways Technician would carry out an inspection and action if the issue remained.
· Signage - Ishmore Lane and deer warnings.  Feedback was awaited from the Highways Manager.
· Mattresses.  The Chairman reported that it had taken much longer to get these removed than usual despite various emails & Cllr Wild noted that it was better for councillors or members of the public to report fly tipping on the SC website rather than by email.
 
6. REPORT FROM SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR
Local Plan consultation.  Councillor Wild highlighted the Local Plan consultation, which was an item for discussion later in the agenda.  She highlighted the potential implications of the Exceptions Policy for the parish of Wroxeter and Uppington as Open Countryside.  

Bus services.  Councillor Wild commented on the issue raised by a parishioner, to be discussed at item 14.  Councillor Wild advised that as the service on the A5 to Shrewsbury was a commercial service, the Council could not determine the route, and previous attempts to influence the bus company to use the old A5 had been unsuccessful.  However, she highlighted that there were various community transport options available.

Councillor Wild left the meeting.



7. CASUAL VACANCY
It was agreed that the Casual Vacancy Notice would be published on Monday 21st January, following the funeral of Councillor Rowlands.  The deadline for parishioners to call an election would be 8th February.  If no election was called, a notice of election by co-option would be published, with nominees invited to speak at the Parish Council meeting of 11th March 2019.  

8. VERGE CUTTING CONTRACT / ENVIRONMENTAL MAINTENANCE GRANT
Councillors considered the two quotations received for grass cutting for vision splays at the crossroads at Wroxeter Roman site and at Lower Longwood.  Cllr Amos raised a query on the detail of one quote and it was agreed that the Clerk would clarify this after the meeting.  It was agreed that as this was the first year that the Parish Council would be paying for the work, four cuts per season would be sufficient.  This could be reviewed at the end of the season in any discussion about continuing to fund this work in future years.

It was RESOLVED to move ahead with the verge cutting contract, amended to 4 cuts per season.  The contract would be awarded to the lower of the quotations, subject to clarification of the quotes received, with confirmation of the chosen contractor to be made by email (Proposed: Cllr P Davies, Seconded: Cllr V Amos).  

It was RESOLVED to apply for an Environmental Maintenance Grant to fund half of the verge cutting work.

9. SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL LOCAL PLAN CONSULTATION
Councillors noted the new date of 24th January for the consultation meeting.  

It was RESOLVED that the Chairman would complete the relevant questions in the consultation document on behalf of the Parish Council, contacting Cllr S Jones of Leighton and Eaton Constantine Parish Council for information on the affordable housing aspect if needed.

10. PLANNING MATTERS
1. Planning notifications for information - None
1. Planning applications for comment – None 
1. Planning applications received between meetings – None
	
11. FINANCIAL MATTERS
(a) Banking arrangements
It was RESOLVED to remove ex-Councillors F Davies and C Eades from the bank mandate and to add Cllr J Davies to the mandate as a signatory.

Councillors discussed the benefits of moving to electronic banking, subject to the requisite safeguards being in place to ensure that payments continued to be approved by Councillors.  

ACTION: Clerk to liaise with the bank regarding the online banking arrangements possible, and liaise with the Chairman to initiate a move to online banking.

(b) To approve bank reconciliation and budget report
It was RESOLVED to approve the bank reconciliation and budget report.
(c) To approve payments made between meetings - None
(d) To approve invoices for payment
It was RESOLVED to approve the following payments:-

	Chq.
	Payee
	Description
	Amount

	501
	C Lloyd
	Noticeboard rebuild
	£100.00

	502
	S Morris
	Clerk salary and expenses Dec/Jan
	£411.54

	503
	M Millington
	Heating expenses – January and March
	£20.00



It was agreed that in future years, an annual payment would be made to Cllr Millington for the winter season heating expenses.

12. BUDGET 2019/20 AND PRECEPT REQUEST
It was RESOLVED to set an expenditure budget of £4685.  It was further RESOLVED to set a 
precept of £4360.06, with £144.94 to be transferred from reserves, and a further £180 anticipated 
in Environmental Maintenance Grant.  

13. CORRESPONDENCE 
a) SALC Bulletins December and January.  Noted.  
b) Email re. Under the Wrekin magazine.  No further action was required in response to the 	email.  
c) Email from local policing team.  It was agreed that there was no need for a member of the 	local policing team to attend each Parish Council meeting as a matter of course, but that the 	Clerk would request attendance at meetings should it be required.

14. PARISH MATTERS 
a) Wroxeter graveyard maintenance.  The Clerk reported that a family member of a parishioner buried in the graveyard had expressed some concerns about the lack of maintenance which was making it increasingly difficult to access grave sites.  The Clerk had referred the matter on to Shropshire Council as the body responsible for maintenance of the graveyard.

b) [bookmark: _GoBack]Bus services.  The Chairman reported that a parishioner had contacted him regarding the lack of bus service along the old A5, with two services along the new A5 which is uninhabited.  As Cllr Wild had stated in her report, she had previously looked into this matter and as it was a commercial service, the decision on the preferred route was a matter for the bus company and they had shown no interest in providing a rural service.  There were community transport options which could be utilised, and it was suggested that any residents who found the lack of transport links difficult could contact Parish Councillors to raise with Shropshire Council.  Further information could be found at http://shrewsbury-dialaride.co.uk/

c) Road obstruction.  Cllr P Davies had contacted the Council to report a hedge which had been knocked into the road by a recent accident and was now causing an obstruction, but no action had been taken.  ACTION: Cllr Nelson to report to Shropshire Council for action.

d) Leaves in road.  Cllr Millington reported that there had been some recent incidents of piles of leaves blown into the road, believed to be from the Wroxeter Hotel site, and causing a safety concern on the road.  ACTION: Cllr Nelson to contact Wroxeter Hotel to discuss.

e) Deer in road.  Councillors highlighted that there had been an increase in the number of deer on the road, and that the problem extended from the start of Ironbridge Road by Attingham gatehouse to the approach to Leighton from the Ironbridge side.  ACTION: Cllr Nelson to chase progress on installation of signs with the Highways Manager.  

15. DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS 
The dates of meetings were set as the second Monday of the month (March, May, September, November, January, March).  The July meeting would be held on Monday 15th July.  


The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9:03PM




Signed:………………………………………………………  	Date:……………………………………..
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