Wroxeter & Uppington Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 11th May 2009

in the Wroxeter Hotel
1. APOLOGIES: Cllr M Jones who had a prior engagement. Apology accepted.
2. PRESENT: Cllrs B Nelson (Chairman), V Amos, C A Eade, F E Davies, P Davies, J Guttridge,  A Grant, V McChesney, D Millington & S Rowlands, also Ms C Wild, Severn Valley Candidate, Mr D Strefford - Donnington, Mrs C Millington, Mr A & Mrs J Marvell - Wroxeter,  & Mr R A Pittaway (Clerk).
3. DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL OR PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS: None. 
4. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING ON 9th March 2009 that had been circulated were accepted by all who were then present and signed by the Chairman.
5. ARISING FROM THOSE MINUTES: 
a) The Duke’s Room – 5a. Cllr Nelson reported he had been in touch with Mr Jones-Perrott of Balfours who told him recently that the Duke’s Room was closed and the Estate was discussing repairs to the fabric of the pavilion with the Cricket Club to include interior refurbishment and utilities.  However, Cllr P Davies reported having spoken to workers on site who told him work was completed 3 weeks ago but it was evident the area was still in an appalling state.  Cllr L Davies reported that a recent inspection of the pavilion by TCAT resulted in them switching their upholstery class to Eaton Constantine Village Hall.  The building still had no insurance cover and no Health & Safety certificate so could not be used for any public function including use as a polling station.  It was agreed the Chairman would write again to the Estate to try to arrange a meeting sometime in June. 
b) Clerk’s Broadband link – 5b. The Clerk reported he now had an O2 Broadband link so should now have no problem receiving emails whilst in Wales.  The cost to this parish is likely to be between £4-£5 per month.
c)  Parish Council website – 5d. Cllr Nelson reported that the pilot website was now available    
on-line as part of the ‘Shrop.net’ system.
d)  Uppington bus services – 5f. Cllr Eade reported receiving a response from Shropshire 
Council that the service was being used satisfactorily but as they had not addressed the  
situation in Uppington he will be writing again.
e)  Maintenance Grant for Uppington Play Area – 10a. The Clerk explained that for a grant 
application to be made he needed costings from the person concerned and would request 
this via Cllr Jones.  It was also reported that as various items of the play equipment were 
in need of repair Vicky Jones needed to be informed.  The Clerk will pursue.
f)  Electoral Registration Forms – 10e. Cllr Grant advised that he had decided not to stand for 
re-election but would be happy to be co-opted should there be vacancy.  Cllr Millington 
produced a ‘Statement of Persons Nominated’ which showed that Martin Millington had 
been successfully nominated.  Therefore, as there had been eleven nominations for 
election no vacancies existed so the Chairman thanked Cllr Grant for all his diligence and 
contributions over the time he has been a member of this Parish Council.  The Chairman 
then welcomed Martin Millington with effect from 4th June 2009.  Claire Wild reported that, 
being unopposed, she will be elected Councillor to the Severn Valley Ward on that date. 
g)  Parking problem at Ashley Jordon Cars – 10c. The Chairman reported that SC Highways 
had suggested that reinstating a ‘Clearway’ status to the road would be more effective 
than yellow-lines.  After discussion it was agreed that, as the parking problem still 
persisted, the Chairman would try to contact the showroom manager again so he had an 
opportunity to improve the situation in advance of instructing SC Highways to continue.
6. PLANNING MATTERS:

a) Erection of double garage, 2 dormer windows, rear extension & new access at Old School House, Wroxeter.  Granted.  A query was raised over whether permission had been granted for a mobile home and portacabin that were on the site. The Clerk will pursue.
7. FINANCE:
a) Bank statements showing balances of £2,530.09 (current) & £1,117.95 (deposit).
b) Clerk’s salary Mar/Apr £210.90, WFH allowance £10, expenses £16.52 = £237.42.  Cheque approved nem con.
c) The Clerk reported receipt of the £2,400 Precept from Shropshire Council.

d) Wroxeter Hotel room charge - £10.00. Cheque approved nem con.
e) SALC annual subscription costs had again risen to £92.73. After discussion Cllr Millington proposed suspending affiliation for the time being with a review in a year’s time. Seconded by Cllr Guttridge and unanimously agreed.
f) Allianz annual insurance premium - £359.57. Cheque approved nem con.
g) Laptop & printer premium refund to L&EC PC - £12.16. Cheque approved nem con.
h) The Clerk presented the 2008/9 Annual Accounts and Assets Register.  Also, the Annual Return and Annual Governance Statement.  After scrutiny acceptance was proposed by Cllr McChesney, seconded by Cllr Rowlands and signed by the Chairman.
8. CORRESPONDENCE: 
a) SC: LJC dates of meetings during 2009/10.   Passed to Cllr Nelson.
b) Post Office: public consultation.  Any comments on the re-opening of the service in the Wroxeter Hotel must be made to the Consultation Team by 4th June.  
c) SALC: Planning training, 8th June, Shirehall. No nominations.
d) SC: launch of new Community Grant Scheme. No action.
9. PARISH MATTERS:
a) Cllr Davies reported that 2 Rhodesian Ridgeback dogs from Neeves Castle had killed a number of hens and maimed others in her farm yard recently.  They had also worried sheep at Spout Lane and intimidated children cycling past their premises.  The Clerk said he had reported the matter to the Council Dog Warden and to PC D Harte.

b) Cllr McChesney reported a number of serious pot-holes on the B5061 between the motorway flyover and the Bluebell Xroads.  The Clerk will pursue.
10.  NEXT MEETING:  

a) The Chairman called a Special Meeting of the Parish Council to be held on Monday, 8th June 2009 at the Wroxeter Hotel in order to elect a new Chairman and Vice Chairman for the 2009-2010 year.
b) The next ordinary meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Monday, 13th July 2009 at 7.30 pm in The Wroxeter Hotel.
The Chairman thanked all Councillors and members of the public for attending and the Meeting closed at 9.50 pm. 

