Wroxeter & Uppington Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 14th September 2009

in the Roman Suite at the Wroxeter Hotel
1. APOLOGIES: Cllrs J Guttridge, on holiday, M Millington, prior engagement, & V Amos, work commitment.  Apologies accepted.
2. PRESENT: Cllrs B Nelson (Chairman), C A Eade, F E Davies, P Davies, M Jones, 
V McChesney & S Rowlands, also Cllr C Wild, Severn Valley Ward, R Johnson from Shropshire Council & Mr R A Pittaway (Clerk).
3. DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL OR PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS: Cllr F E Davies declared a personal interest in item 6a below. 
4. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING ON 13th July 2009 that had been circulated were accepted by all who were then present and signed by the Chairman.
5. ARISING FROM THOSE MINUTES: 
a) Appointment of LJC second voting representative – 5a.  As both those Councillors who had expressed an interest in the position were absent it was agreed to proceed to the vote in their absence. As the vote was 6 in favour of Cllr V Amos and 0 for Cllr M Millington, the Chairman asked the Clerk to inform Cllr Amos that she had been successful.
b) Projects for submission to LJC – 5a. The Chairman reported that projects to be submitted for consideration by the LJC had still to be advised.  After discussion Councillors felt funding may be required by the Wroxeter football club but a more suitable candidate could be the Uppington cricket pavilion provided it satisfied the funding criteria. 
c) The Duke’s Room – 5b. The Chairman reported that after writing again to Mr Vane he was referred to the agent, Mr Jones Perrott.  It was made clear that the Estate no longer consider the Duke’s Room as an option for use as a community room or for any further public access.  The Estate is adamant that the cricket pavilion is now to be the only premises available as a function venue within this parish.  As there is still much work to be done to improve the facilities there Mr Vane’s agent had suggested a meeting of parish representatives to discuss the way forward.  The Chairman will arrange this and include those who had expressed an interest in attending.  As the pavilion is not yet suitable as a meeting venue the Parish Council will continue to use the comfort of the Wroxeter Hotel.  There were now no toilet facilities available for those attending events at the church or those using the play area.  Concerns were again raised that the Estate will now try to recover the land it donated as a play area.  Cllr Wild confirmed that privately owned premises could benefit from project funding from the LJC. 

d)  Uppington bus services – 5c.  Cllr Eade reported he had received a less than satisfactory reply from Shropshire Council who appeared to be immovable on the matter.  He will be writing again.  The Chairman offered to raise the issue at the January meeting of the LJC.
e) Maintenance Grant for Uppington Play Area – 5d.  Since the person maintaining the play area did not wish to be self employed, that would have allowed his costs to be grant aided by SC, it was agreed to continue the current arrangement through Avenue Farm with electors paying the costs incurred through their council tax.
f) Parking problem at Ashley Jordon Cars – 5e.  Councillors reported that the promised customer parking and clear signage asking customers not to leave their cars on the road did not appear to have been provided.  As the main concern is one of prevention of accidents the Chairman will contact Mr Jordan and invite him to attend the next Parish Council meeting in November. 
6. PLANNING:

a) Notification by SC of application for new livestock building at Lower Farm, Rushton. No comment.

7. FINANCE:
a) Bank statements showing balances of £102.17 (current) & £2,618.35 (deposit).
b) Clerk’s salary Jul/Aug £210.90, WFHA £10 & expenses £20.90 = £241.80.  Cheque approved nem con.
c) Shropshire Council: Broadband charges July/Aug: 3-way split to £29.38 = £9.80. Cheque approved nem con.
d) Mazars: audit fee - £57.50. Cheque approved nem con.
e) Wroxeter Hotel: room charge - £10.00. Cheque approved nem con.
f) Playsafe Ltd: inspection fee - £72.45. Cheque approved nem con.
g) S A W Jones: cost of play area maintenance - £207.00. Cheque approved nem con.
8. CORRESPONDENCE: 
a) ROSPA play area inspection report. Passed to Cllr M Jones for forwarding to Mrs V Jones.
b) SC: Planning Service. Stuart Thomas had offered to address the Parish Council on the new procedures.  He will be invited to attend a future meeting.  The Clerk will pursue.
c) SC: next LJC meeting on 16 September at Berrington Village Hall.  The Chairman expressed concern at actions that had been taken despite assurances at the previous LJC meeting. Cllr Wild offered her assurances that there would be no reoccurrence.  The Chairman also reported he will be raising the matter of the changes affecting procedures at the Battlefield waste disposal centre from November that may have an adverse effect on those disposing of domestic waste. 
d) West Mercia Police: notice of recruitment of Special Constables across the county.  Passed to Cllr Nelson to place on the Wroxeter notice board.
e) Shropshire Community Council: collaboration in rural communities. No action.

f) SC: proposed electoral fees for parish councils.  After discussion the Clerk was instructed to write to SC expressing concern that the proposed costs could discourage Councils from recruiting new Councillors as the costs would be prohibitive.  If there were an election within the parish this would in effect almost double the amount of the annual Precept and this cost would have to be borne by the electors.  Cllr Wild will also raise this on our behalf at the Cabinet meeting on 23rd September.
g) SC: report from IPC into Primary School organisation. Passed to Cllr Nelson.
h) SC: LDF Core Strategy consultation on Policy Directions. Distributed to Councillors.

i) Shropshire Housing Group – annual review. No action.

9.  PARISH MATTERS:
a) Cllr P Davies reported a degree of road subsidence on the B5062 approaching the Norton Xroads travelling from Wellington.  The problem was causing lorries and vans to bounce that had the potential to cause accidents.  Cllr Eade had spoken to SC Highways on this matter and also the problems with pot-holes on the section of road after the flyover that was in Telford & Wrekin Council’s area.
b) Cllr P Davies reported on information available from SC Planning on the criteria for local residents to construct self-build properties in rural areas.  These properties could be no more than 100 sq mtrs internal floor area but could only be sold on to persons with connections to the area and at a price of 60% of current market value.

c) Cllr Rowlands reported that residents of Wroxeter on the new sewage scheme still had not received any bills during 2009.  She will pursue with Severnside Housing.

d) Cllr Rowlands expressed concern at the traffic problems caused by a recent event at Wroxeter church.  There was no one around to control the parking or thru traffic so suggested these be provided for any future event. Agreed.

10.   NEXT MEETING & CLOSE:
a) The next ordinary meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Monday, 9th November 2009 at 7.30 pm in The Wroxeter Hotel.
b) The Chairman thanked Councillors and others for attending and the Meeting closed at 9.34 pm.
