Wroxeter & Uppington Parish Council

DRAFT Minutes of the meeting held on Monday,
13th July 2009 in the Roman Suite at the Wroxeter Hotel
1. APOLOGIES: Cllr B Nelson, on holiday, & Cllr V Amos, family illness. Apologies accepted.
2. PRESENT: Cllrs F E Davies (Chairman), C A Eade, P Davies, J Guttridge,  M Jones, 
V McChesney, D Millington, M Millington & S Rowlands, also Cllr C Wild, Severn Valley Ward, R Johnson from Shropshire Council, Melanie Lomax from British Red Cross & 
Mr R A Pittaway (Clerk).
3. DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL OR PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS: None. 
4. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING ON 11 May 2009 that had been circulated were accepted by all who were then present and signed by the Chairman.
5. ARISING FROM THOSE MINUTES: 
a)  Local Joint Committee – 8a.  S/V Cllr Wild outlined various points from the first meeting of the LJC, which she is Chairing for this year, and introduced Rachael Johnson the new Community Regeneration Officer.  Cllr Nelson had previously emailed all Councillors with items for discussion.  It had been agreed that each PC could elect a substitute as their voting representative.  As Cllr V Amos had previously expressed an interest in that role and Cllr M Millington also wished to be considered it was agreed to postpone that decision until next meeting when Cllr Amos could be present.  The LJC had a delegated budget of £36k for community projects.  After discussion it was agreed to form a Sub-group consisting of Cllrs B Nelson, M Millington, M Jones, J Guttridge, & L Davies to provide a list of projects for consideration by the LJC.  Rachael Johnson expressed her wish to be included in that group, which was agreed.  The Clerk was instructed to request Cllr Nelson to arrange a date for the first meeting.
b) The Duke’s Room – 5a. The Clerk reported that Cllr Nelson had spoken again to Mr Jones Perrott who still had no instructions from Mr Vane.  Mr Jones Perrott said he would meet with the community group but does not feel it would be profitable without some indication of Mr Vane’s responses to various key matters.  After discussion it was agreed not to meet with the agent but that Cllr Nelson write again direct to Mr Vane in his role as Chairman of the PC reiterating the views of the community that followed the residents meeting and requesting a response to the original letter.  Cllr Jones would be happy to discuss the content of such letter before despatch.   Cllr P Davies reported that the Estate now had an interest in the cricket pavilion since they paid for some repairs.  Although it was being marketed as a venue for events it still had no heating and needed more improvements.   The hotel will continue to be used for PC meetings.  Cllr Jones reported that since the Dukes Room was closed without warning and despite a number of requests no one had been able to gain access to remove items such as the cutlery, crockery, trestle tables, etc. that did not belong to the Estate. 

c)  Uppington bus services – 5d.  Cllr Eade reported he had written again to Shropshire Council and hoped to report a response at the next meeting.
MELANIE LOMAX, BRITISH RED CROSS was then introduced by the Chairman.  She gave a brief outline of the rural community services they offer and particularly the desire to recruit volunteers as Rural Ambassadors to be the face of the Red Cross in their community.  An article with full details should appear in the next issue of Under the Wrekin magazine.
d) Maintenance Grant for Uppington Play Area – 5e.  As no instruction had been received the Clerk will re-send his email to Cllr Jones for action.
e) Parking problem at Ashley Jordon Cars – 5g.  The Clerk reported that Cllr Nelson had spoken to Ashley Jordan who had agreed to ensure adequate parking was available to his customers at all times and clear signage displayed asking customers to use this parking and not leave their cars on the road.
Cllr Guttridge reported noticing a slight improvement during the week but Cllr P Davies & Cllr M Jones both felt no improvements were noticeable, there were no clear signs visible, still no customer parking and the weekend had been particularly bad so the potential for accidents was still present.  The situation will continue to be monitored for report at the next meeting. 
f) Problems with dogs – 9a.  The Clerk reported that both the Police and Dog Warden had asked that any future events should be reported officially to the police immediately they occurred so action could be taken.  It appeared there were originally 4 Rhodesian ridgeback dogs at the premises in Neves Castle but there may now be only 3.  The Clerk reported that the Chairman wished it Minuted that there was no connection with a similar dog that lived at Eyton on Severn.

g) Highway issues – 9b.  The Clerk reported he had received emails from SC Highways to suggest that the potholes on the Wellington road were being reported to T&WC.  It had been agreed that salt bins would be located in Wroxeter before next winter.
h) Results of the Special Meeting held on 8th June 2009.  Cllr Brian Nelson was duly elected as Chairman and Cllr F E Davies was duly elected as Vice-Chairman for 2009/2010.
6. FINANCE:
a) Bank statements showing balances of £360.94 (current) & £2,618.13 (deposit).
b) Clerk’s salary May/Jun £210.90, WFH allowance £10, expenses £16.48 = £237.38.  Cheque approved nem con.
c) Shropshire Council: Broadband charges Apr/May/Jun 3-way split to £34.17 = £11.39. Cheque approved nem con.
d) Wroxeter Hotel room charge - £10.00. Cheque approved nem con.
7. CORRESPONDENCE: 
a) SC: Rushton Cottage Bridge closure for 3 weeks from 20th July. No action.
b) SC: Consultation on Vehicle Activated Signs policy. No action.

c) SC: Local Highway Maintenance Plan 2009/10.  The Clerk reported there would be surface dressing from Tern Lodge, through Wroxeter to the Vineyard and then on to Eyton on Severn during this financial year.

d) SC: Helicopter Noise Liaison Group. No action.
8.  NEXT MEETING & CLOSE:  

a) The next ordinary meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Monday, 14th September 2009 at 7.30 pm in The Wroxeter Hotel.
b) The Chairman thanked all Councillors and others for attending and the Meeting closed at 9.00 pm.
