Wroxeter & Uppington Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 9th November 2009

in the Roman Suite at the Wroxeter Hotel
1. APOLOGIES: None.
2. PRESENT: Cllrs B Nelson (Chairman), V Amos, C A Eade, F E Davies, P Davies, J Guttridge, M Jones, V McChesney, D Millington, M Millington & S Rowlands, also Cllr C Wild, Severn Valley Ward, PC D Harte & Mr R A Pittaway (Clerk).
3. DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL OR PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS: None. 
4. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING ON 14th September 2009 that had been circulated were accepted by all who were then present and signed by the Chairman.
5. REPORT from PC D Harte: Crime in the area remained extremely low apart from various incidents at Ashley Jordan Cars where security was not up to standard.  Fly-tipping was still a big problem and residents were urged to report any suspicious activity since a number of toxic loads had been dumped recently.  Horse owners were urged to be extra vigilant since the number of incidents of horse ‘tagging’ was on the increase.  This is where horses are marked, usually with a small plait on the tail or mane, in advance of being stolen later when the coast is clear.  Also small areas of dye have been used.   He also outlined his new role as Wildlife Crime Officer for the area.
6. ARISING FROM THOSE MINUTES:
a) LJC update – 5b.  Shropshire Cllr Wild outlined some of the grant applications received which were to be decided shortly.  Also, the proposal to charge parish councils large fees for election expenses had been modified and it was now proposed to levy a fee of £2 per elector for a contested election and £100 flat fee for an uncontested election.
b) The Cricket Pavilion – 5c. The Chairman reported that he had attended a meeting there with Mr Jones Perrott, Cllr L Davies, Cllr M Jones & Mrs J Foulkes.  The Estate had attended to various aspects of the external fabric of the building and had carried out some internal work, but it was felt that further work was needed on the interior of the building before it was suitable for use as a venue for village events, parish meetings, etc. Following her attendance at a recent party, Cllr L Davies reported a range of issues with regard to the facility as it is at present and felt that some serious thought would need to be given to the way the premises are managed if it is to be effectively used by both the Cricket Club and the local community.  Cllr P Davies also outlined various issues with regard to the management of the premises. Attention was drawn to the need to check the current situation at the Pavilion with regard to Fire and Health & Safety certificates and the fire rating of any furniture and fabrics, plus the most appropriate future arrangements re the Entertainments Licence, etc. It was agreed that a meeting needs to be arranged with representatives from the Cricket Club to discuss the way forward. Initially the Chairman will approach the Estate’s agent to indicate the wish of the PC to work with the Estate and the Cricket Club to address these issues in the hope that the facility could be made available for use by the local community. The possibility of securing LJC funding would also be outlined. 

c)  Uppington bus services – 5d.  Cllr Eade reported that Shropshire Council were not prepared to do anything to change the current arrangements.  The Chairman explained that this issue will be an agenda item at the LJC meeting on 19th January.  
d) Parking problem at Ashley Jordon Cars – 5f.  Councillors reported that no visible improvements to the ongoing situation had been noticed or implemented. Cllr Nelson proposed that he now write formally to Mr Jordan stating that the Parish Council will be requesting that a ‘Clearway’ be created in that area unless there are immediate marked improvements as already outlined. Seconded by Cllr Jones and unanimously accepted.
e) SC Planning Services presentation – 8b. The Clerk explained that Stuart Thomas, Central Area Manager, Development Management at Shropshire Council, had a prior engagement this evening so would like to attend the January meeting. Agreed.
7. PLANNING:

a) None notified.
8. FINANCE:
a) Bank statements showing balances of £503.62 (current) & £1,618.52 (deposit).
b) The Clerk outlined the recommended annual NALC increase to his salary backdated to 1st April 2009. This increase was Proposed by Cllr McChesney, Seconded by Cllr L Davies and unanimously agreed.  The Chairman then signed the Clerk’s contract amendment.
c) Clerk’s backdated pay award to 1st April - £6.80, Sept/Oct salary £213.63, WFHA £10 & expenses £14.43 = £244.86.  Cheque approved nem con.
d) Shropshire Council: Broadband charges Sept: 3-way split to £14.69 = £4.90. Cheque approved nem con.
e) Wroxeter Hotel: room charge - £10.00. Cheque approved nem con.
f) The Clerk had previously circulated account details for the 2009/2010 half year budget review.  This showed all to be on schedule and accounted for and should leave an anticipated balance of £941 at year end.
9. CORRESPONDENCE: 
a) BT was again inviting parish councils to adopt their local red telephone boxes for £1 or lose them. However as all future maintenance and repair costs would then be our responsibility it was unanimously agreed to decline the offer.
b) Shrewsbury Town Council: protocol for wearing chains of office.  No further action.
c) SC: Street Cleaning Survey. Passed to the Clerk for completion.
d) SC: urban & rural speed limit policies. Cllr Nelson reported that, following representations, the proposed 30mph speed limit area for Wroxeter was now being extended from the junction of the village lane and Patch Lane up to the Ironbridge road. No further action at this time.

e) SC: consultation on Hackney Carriage/Private Hire policies. Passed to Cllr P Davies.  Cllr Nelson Proposed that in future the procedure following a Councillor’s consideration of consultation documents should be as follows: ‘ Where the Councillor concerned feels it is necessary to respond on behalf of the Parish Council before the next PC meeting then that Councillor should email, or otherwise contact, all other Councillors with the proposed response’.  "If there is not a majority view against that response then the Clerk or Councillor can communicate that view as the Parish Council's response". Seconded by Cllr P Davies and unanimously agreed.
f) SC: Standards in Local Government.  The new booklet was distribution to all Councillors.

10.  PARISH MATTERS:
a) Cllr Jones was concerned at the build-up of fallen leaves in Uppington, particularly the corner by Grange Farm, which were so slippery they could be a danger to drivers, riders and pedestrians. The Clerk will pursue.
b) Cllr Jones suggested a Salt Bin was required on the Uppington junction opposite Raby Sawmill by Meadow View before winter.  Agreed and the Clerk will pursue. 

11.   NEXT MEETING & CLOSE:
a) The next ordinary meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Monday, 11th January 2010 at 7.30 pm in The Wroxeter Hotel.
b) The Chairman thanked Councillors and others for attending and the Meeting closed at 9.09 pm.
