


WROXETER & UPPINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
on the 12th May at 7:30pm
Wroxeter and Uppington Cricket Club
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
   
Present:             Councillors Miss V Amos, Mr B Nelson, Mr M Millington, Mr K Rowlands 
In attendance:   Councillor S Coleman (Shropshire Council), Mr A Gough (Clerk)
     
     Prior to the meeting commencing and following the Parish Council elections on 1st May, all Councillors completed an Acceptance of Office form.

1. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
      Councillor Amos was elected as Chairman for 2025/26 (Proposed: Cllr B Nelson, 	seconded: Cllr K Rowlands, all agreed).  

1. ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN
Councillor Nelson was elected as Vice Chairman for 2025/26 (Proposed: Cllr V Amos, 	seconded: Councillor M Millington, all agreed).  

            The Declaration of Acceptance of Office was signed at the meeting. 

1. TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
            Cllr J Davies; Cllr P Davies 

1. DECLARATIONS OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS & DISPENSATION 	REQUESTS
	No Declarations

1. PUBLIC SESSION
       There were no members of the public present.

1. MINUTES 
       	It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meetings held on 10th March 2025.

1. MATTERS ARISING FROM THOSE MINUTES 
6. Brookside Sewage Plant and Access Lane – David Wells had responded to the issues raised at the meeting held on 17th March. However, there had been no further update. It was RESOLVED that Councillor Nelson would contact David to get an update on the work.    

1. REPORT FROM SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR 
            Cllr S Coleman reported that there had been a huge change regarding the political control of Shropshire Council. The Lib Dems are now in control of the Council. There will be interest going forward in how they respond to issues such as road maintenance and the charge for green waste collection.    
  
1. POLICY REVIEW
•	Risk Assessment 2025/26 – The Risk Assessment had been previously circulated, and it was   agreed to accept it.
•	Standing Orders (amended 2025) – The Clerk had received a model standing order document from NALC. There were several changes to the previous orders which the Clerk had highlighted in the document. Councillors noted the changes and agreed to adopt the document.
•	Asset Register 2025/26 – The asset register had been amended following the audit. Councillors noted the amendment and agreed to accept the amended register.  
 

1. TO AGREE DELEGATES TO GROUPS/APPOINTMENTS TO OUTSIDE BODIES
It was RESOLVED that Councillor Nelson would remain the contact for any issues concerning the church and hotel at Wroxeter. Any other invitations for Councillors to join outside bodies would be circulated to gauge level of interest and the most appropriate appointee.

1. 2024/25 AUDIT
10. To receive the Internal Auditor’s Report
The Auditor’s Report was received. There were no recommendations for consideration and the Auditor had found the Council’s arrangements and records to be in order. It was RESOLVED to note the Internal Auditor’s Report. It was also RESOLVED to invite the Auditor to undertake the Councils audit for 2025/26.

10. To approve 2024/25 end of year accounts
i)	To approve the end of year (Q4) bank reconciliation and budget report
It was RESOLVED to approve the end of year bank reconciliation and budget report.   
	
	ii)	To complete and sign the Annual Governance Statement 2024/25
		It was RESOLVED to approve the Annual Governance Statement 2024/25.

	iii)	To approve the Accounting Statements 2024/25
		It was RESOLVED to approve and sign the Accounting Statements 2024/25.

	iv)	To approve the Certificate of Exemption 2024/25
		It was RESOLVED to approve and sign the Certificate of Exemption 2024/25 and 				to publish the required information on the Parish Council website.

	v)	To agree period for the exercise of public rights
		It was RESOLVED that the period for the exercise of public rights would be 9th June – 18th July 2025 inclusive.

1. FINANCIAL MATTERS

a)   To approve payments made between meetings:
	It was RESOLVED to approve the following payments made between meetings: -

	Payment
	Payee
	Description
	£ Amount

	P1-2025/26
	A Gough
	Salary – April 
	£237.44

	P2-2025/26
	SALC
	Affiliation Fees
	£243.27

	P3-2025/26
	SDH Accounting
	Invoice
	£195.87


		
b) To approve invoices for payment by online banking
	It was RESOLVED to approve the following payments to be made by online banking: -

	Payment
	Payee
	Description
	£ Amount

	P4-2025/26
	A Gough
	Salary – May 
	£237.44

	P5-2025/26
	A Gough
	Expenses – April – May 
	£24.17



c) To note income received
	The following income received was noted. 
	
	Payment
	Payee
	Description
	£ Amount

	R1-2025/26
	Shropshire Council
	Precept
	£5197.00


		
d) Setting up an interest bank account
In their report the auditor had recommended that the Parish Council consider opening an interest bank account so that it could earn interest on the money it holds in its reserves. It was RESOLVED that the Clerk will contact neighbouring parish councils to find out if they have interest accounts and how much of their reserves they put into the accounts. 

1. PLANNING MATTERS 
Donnington Farm (25/01086/PMBPA) – For this part of the meeting Cllr. Amos stood down as chair as she lives near to the property and asked Cllr. Nelson to chair this item. The Parish Council had originally responded to this planning application on 29th April; however the Chair of the Parish Council was contacted by residents who live adjacent to the property and who only became aware of the planning application on 30th April, and who had a number of concerns about the application. The issues raised by residents included: 
 
· Work is currently being undertaken including the renovation of the main farmhouse and a stone storage unit to the front of it. There are also excavation works well underway in the Orchard.

· The initial planning application that has been submitted is for the conversion of the big Dutch barn to the west of the farmhouse into a new 4/5-bedroom dwelling.

· The Farm was marketed by the Raby Estate as a potential development site and the residents are concerned that the current proposal for this barn conversion is just the first phase in a wider development program, which, they believe, will eventually lead to the conversion of the second Dutch barn on the site and then the construction of a brand-new property in the Orchard.

· If what residents suspect is going to happen does happen it will have the effect of more than doubling the population of the hamlet, which will not only change its character but also put a strain on the local infrastructure.

· Access to the development will be down the existing narrow single-track lane off the B4380. This is difficult to get out of safely given the 'blind' bend and the speed of the traffic. The Council has subsequently learnt that Shropshire Highways has objected in respect of concerns about the traffic.  

· There are also concerns about the impact on wildlife in the area. 

Following representation by residents the Parish Council felt that they needed to discuss the application further and reconsider its initial response to the application which was 'not to comment'. It was RESOLVED that the Council would take on board the comments and views of residents and agreed to contact Shropshire Council and raise concerns about the proposed development of Donnington Farm considering resident’s comments and concerns about the traffic at the junction with the B4380, and the future potential development of the site. 
 			
1. CORRESPONDENCE
13. Woodland Creation Plan – National Trust 
The Parish Council had received an email from an organisation working on behalf of the National Trust regarding a plan to develop woodland in the parish. The Council noted the plans and wait to see what further consultation would be taking place in the future. 

1. PARISH MATTERS
a) Co-option for vacant seat on the Parish Council 
Following the Parish Council elections on 1st May, the council has a vacant seat, and it will need to co-opt someone into the role. Therefore, the council will be looking at the process it has previously used when it has had to co-opt someone onto the council.
b) Disclosable Pecuniary Interests and Other Registrable Interests 
Councillors are now required to complete a form online to register their interests. A sheet had been circulated with the papers setting out how Councillors can do this. 
c) New Parish Council email addresses
     The Parish Council now has a .gov.uk website address and new .gov.uk email addresses. If residents wish to contact the council in order to raise an issue or concern, or make a general enquiry, the email address is: Clerk@wroxeteruppington-pc.gov.uk  If residents wish to contact the Chair or Vice Chair the email addresses are: Chair@wroxeteruppington-pc.gov.uk or Vicechair@wroxeteruppington-pc.gov.uk respectively.

15. MEETING DATES 2025/26
The Parish Council meetings for 2025/26 will take place on the following dates. They will all take place at Wroxeter and Uppington Cricket Club and start at 7.30pm. 

Monday 14th July 2025
Monday 8th September 2025
Monday 10th November 2025
Monday 12th January 2026
Monday 9th March 2026
Monday 11th May 2026 (Annual Council and Parish Meetings)     

Date of Next Meeting: Monday 14th July     

The meeting was declared closed at 20:48


Signed (Chairman)……………………………………………………	Date:……………




